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The Argus C3 is the world’s first choice of all 35mm cameras. 
Its wonderful combination of advanced design features 
will provide you with a lifetime of picture-making pleasure. 
This little booklet will help you to become more familiar 
with the C3 more quickly, and bring you fullest enjoyment 
from its use. 

If you plan to take a trip, expose a practice roll or two of 
film so that you may become familiar with the operation 
of your new camera. 
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your Argus C-3 


Open the camera by 
depressing the catch at 
the end of the camera. 


Your Argus C3 takes 35mm film cartridges; 20 or 
36 pictures per load; color or black-and-white. 


Pull out Rewind Knob on the 
bottom of the camera, and 
insert the 35mm cartridge. 
Then push in Rewind Knob 
(it may be necessary to turn 
it slightly), 


Thread end of film com- 
pletely through the slot on 
the Take-up Spindle. Turn 
Wind Knob approxi- 
mately one-half turn until 
film folds under itself and 
is secure on shaft. 





Give Winding Knob a couple of 
turns to make sure film is secure 
on Take-up Spindle. Make sure 
sprockets engage holes in film. 
If sprockets stop turning, re- 
lease Film Catch. (See Ilustra- 
tion5.) Closecameraback,making 
sure the back cover lock slides 
over the case catch and securely 


engages it. 








Turn Winding Knob as far 
as it will go without forcing. 
Hold down Film Catch, and 
turn Winding Knob about a 
quarter of aturn. Release Film 
Catch and wind as far as knob 
will turn. Repeat this opera- 
tion again in order to take up 
proper amount of film leader. 


After advancing the film as 
explained in Step 5, set 
Counter Dial by turning it 
counter-clockwise (to the left) 
until “O” is opposite index 
line. The Counter Dial indi- 
cates the number of pictures 
taken. The camera is now 
ready for the first picture. 


The Bulb and Instantane- 
ous Setting must be set at 
“1” when using shutter 


speeds on the Speed Dial. 
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You may hold your C3 either vertically or hori- 
zontally. To “see” your picture, look through 
the Viewing Window—it’s the left one. Then 
compose the subject just as you want it. 

Be sure to hold the camera steady at the 
moment the picture is taken, and squeeze the 
Shutter Release smoothly—using the trigger 
squeeze action. Care should be taken that the 
finger does not interfere with the up-stroke of 
the Cocking Lever when the Shutter is released. 























is as easy 

as I-2-3 with 4 
COLOR-MATIC 
settings | 
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= There are only three quick settings needed 
Ss to take fine pictures with your Argus C3. 


5 LENS OPENING OR F-STOP 





DISTANCE SETTING 
Fer handy reference COLOR-MATIC set- 


SHUTTER SPEED tings are listed inside the cover of your C3 
carrying case. 
Your Argus C3 has “COLOR-MATIC set- 
tings” for your convenience in making quick 
adjustments for all average scenes in bright 
sunlight. Each of these three settings is shown 
in colored markings on the camera. 





SET ALL THREE DIALS ON YELLOW 

(as shown at left) when using 

Kodachrome or Ansco Color. Cock shutter by pushing down Shutter 
Cocking Lever as indicated by the dotted 

St ALL THREE DIALS. OM RET lines in the illustration. You are now ready 


when using Ektachrome or Ansco- 
chrome color film and when using 
Plus X or Supreme black-and- 
white film. 


to take your picture. 








After each picture is taken, make it a practice to wind 
the film immediately so the camera will be ready for the next 
picture. Hold down the Film Catch, and turn Winding Knob 
about a quarter of a turn. Release 
Film Catch and continue to wind as 
far as Knob will turn without forcing. 
Once you’ve wound the film, the 
Counter Dial tells you the number of 
the picture you have taken. 


Be sure to cock the Shutter 
before taking the next picture. 


As you become more 


familiar with your Argus 


C3, you may want to 
photograph varied 
subjects under many 


different lighting con- 











ditions, indoors and 
out. The versatile C3 
has a complete range 
of lens openings, 
shutter speeds and a 
lens coupled Range- 
finder so that you can 
take advantage of 
every picture 
possibility. These are 
described in the 


following pages. 


















The Shutter Speed Dial controls the length 
of time the Shutter will be open to light. To 
adjust the Shutter, turn Shutter Speed Dial 
counter-clockwise (to the left) until desired 
shutter speed is opposite index mark. The 
extra tension when setting Speed Dial at 


10 is a normal condition. 






The Bulb and Instantaneous Setting must be at “I” when 
using shutter speeds on the Speed Dial. For exposure longer 
than 1/10 second, turn knurled base of Shutter Release 
clockwise 14 turn until “B” is opposite white dot. When set at 
B”, pressure on the Shutter Release opens the Shutter, and 
it remains open until pressure is released. When thus set, 
the camera must be on a tripod or other steady support. 
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The lens setting determines the size of the opening through which the light passes when the 
shutter is open. Adjustments are made by turning the Aperture Dial to bring the correct f-stop 
number opposite the index mark. (in-between settings can also be used). 


or f-stop 
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SHUTTER BRIGHT HAZY CLOUDY CLOUDY 
(FOR AVERAGE SUBJECTS) SPEED SUN SUN BRIGHT DULL 

















Ektachrome Daylight 


‘. . & ** 
Anscochrome Daylight 100 £8 £:5.6 f4 














Ektachrome Type F BETWEEN BETWEEN 
(with filter *) 5.6 & 8 4&5.6 £:3.5 







Smallest opening is pro- 
vided at f:16. Turnin 
dial clockwise to next f- 








Kodachrome, Ansco Color 


Daylight (or Indoor type BETWEEN BETWEEN 











** 
septnnanee’ Upone Laie with filter*) 50 5688 | 4&56 | 3.5 
for twice as much exposure 
as at each previous setting Kodak Tri-X 100 £:16 f:11 £:8 £:5.6 
eee Ae which one 
onl alf again as muc Kodak Super XX 
tot £2), Hang alin 
opposite direction cuts 
exposure in half at each nok Five 50 f:11 £:8 £:5.6 f:A 


Ansco Supreme 





f-stop. 


Settings in this chart are for average 
subjects at shutter speed shown, 
Open lens one half stop more for 
very darkly colored subjects; close 
lens one half stop for very light 
subjects, 
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*Correction filters must be used with Tungsten-type films exposed in daylight. Consult manufacturer's 
instructions. 


**Cloudy-dull light conditions generally do not provide satisfactory color slides. However, exposures can be 
made using the “CLOUDY-BRIGHT" settings and the next slower shutter speed setting. 
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For every different lens and focus setting there focused on 15 feet, and the Lens set at f:8, all 
is a range of distance within which your pictures subjects between 8’ 8” and 56’ 7” will appear sharp. \ 
appear in sharp focus. The “depth of field” table By referring to the table, you can readily determine 
indicates that range. For example: With your C3 the depth of field for any lens and focus setting. 


DISTANCE #:3.5 £:4 £:5.6 £8 f:11 £:16 i 
FOCUSED SHARPLY SHARPLY SHARPLY SHARPLY SHARPLY SHARPLY | 
ON FOCUSED FOCUSED FOCUSED FOCUSED FOCUSED FOCUSED 


FROM TO FROM TO FROM TO FROM TO. FROM TO FROM __ TO 
le Siren) Patan foe 10") faa") 29% | ( Sta") | 274 eM) OTGE, | Gok POAT |b Ata" 
ish jauaes bane hetaaees (attio’| 3/2". | SN banat AAO) PR ONOF AIO (S2°Br. | | ots” 
4’ Bieta (AvACH pesiBe sats | ater | | a7 (Sata VANT e Stee od) PCI) L6157 
5’ 4'6" 5/7" 4'6" 5'8" 4'3" 6’ 4’ 6'7" are". rhe K Hf 9/7” 
6’ 5 At OHOn (2553 7' ts ZO" | at BE AB Seg PALS" NO! 3/10” 14/3” 
8’ SO HBR | 2618 | 9°11" || 613" THe SIOP SAI (eS Qt (Nze2s sd 46rd OLN” 

10’ 8/3"! 12'9% Bare (otat | 775%4 SSE) tery Eger 6d (0 Aes Bor: oo 


15! EAE 2241" dat en (20:9 O11" S007" | 8'8"— Sore. yeh © (6 Ih © ¢ 
25' 1630 64:2"— 11556" 657) |¥3/5" | |.8042") 12? © 9/3" °) 73" © 
50’ 24' morn (2ata" rs) 18/4” ) 14'5" ) 1 tebe 2 6157 ) 
100’ 318" i) 28'9” i] 22°5" i) 16/10" © 12'10” © Ch sek © 
© 46/2” Cs] 40'4" © 28'10” © 20'2” i) 14’8” 2 10/1” © 


Above table based on circle of confusion .002” (1/500") 
14 Focal length—50mm (1.9685”) 
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When Winding Knob stops turning before the 
Counter Dial reaches the next consecutive number, 
you have taken all the pictures on the roll. Before 
removing film, first rewind the film with Rewind 
Knob on bottom of camera. Continue to rewind 
film into cartridge until Counter Dial stops turning. 
One or two extra full turns will insure complete film 
return into the cartridge. Then open back of camera, 
as in loading, and remove film cartridge. 


Notes Removed cartridge, if Kodachrome, should be mailed 
for processing as directed by instruction sheet accompanying 
film. Take all other types of film to your Argus dealer for 
developing and printing. 





Unscrew the bottom 
cap of the flash gun 
and insert two size 
C photoflash bat- 
teries. Be sure the 
batteries are fresh. 

















To attach flash gun to your 
C3, simply plug it into the 
side of the camera. Cau- 
tion: Do not have a flash 
bulb in the gun when at- 
taching it to the camera. 
















After attaching flash gun 
to your C3, insert a flash 
bulb, pushing it in as far 
as it will go. Pressing red 
button at top of gunejects 
bulbs automatically. 


It’s just as easy to take flash pictures—indoors, at night, or under any poor light- 
ing conditions—as it is to take outdoor pictures in bright sunlight. On the opposite 


page you will find complete instructions for flash exposure settings. 









Guide numbers are given in the table below for 
recommended film-fa shbulb combinations. By 
dividing the appropriate guide number by the 
number of feet Care our camera and subject, 
you obtain the correct f:stop setting. ** 

EXAMPLE: Using Ektachrome Daylight 
and No. 5B bulb, the guide number is 90. With 
a subject at 10 ft. divide 90 by 10, which equals 
9. Set between f:8 and f:11. 


FILM w 


BLACK 


FLASHBULB > 


WHITE 


Your C3 is automatically synchronized for all 
types of midget based bulbs and for strobelight 
with “X” delay. 

Use a shutter speed of 1/25 second, (marked 
in green on the shutter speed dial), for ALL flash 
exposures, including use of electronic flash 
equipment. 






No other speed adjustments are necessary. 
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The C3 Telephoto Lens is a truly candid lens. It cuts 

distance in half so that you can take close-ups from 

far away when your subjects are natural and relaxed. 

You'll find it ideal, too, for true-perspective portraits, q 
wild-life close-ups. 

The Telephoto Lens is a color-corrected, four 
element 100mm f:4.5 lens, and is easily installed. It 
couples automatically to rangefinder and has smooth 
helical focusing, a built-in sunshade and filter holder, 
and many other precision features. sl 



















These three 
pictures were 
made with the 
C3 camera 

at the same 

Y distance from 


st N the subject 


’ The C3 Wide Angle Lens gives you broader and taller pictures—the 
area photographed is actually 87% greater. It’s ideal for group shots 
and sports scenes, indoors or out, and wherever there is no room to 
step back from your subject. 

Features include a color-corrected 35mm f:4.5 lens; automatic 
rangefinder coupling; click stop lens settings; depth of field scale; handy 
slip-on viewfinder; sunshade and filter holder; and a host of others. 
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This picture was made with the regular C3 Cintar Lens 
Ve) ce 


_. . and this one with the C3 Wide Angle Lens 























In order that you may enjoy a 
full range of photographic pleas- 
ure, your Argus C3 has been 
designed to accommodate a 
tripod, cable release, and other 
helpful accessories. 


Cable Release is useful in 
avoiding movement when the 
camera is on a tripod or other 
steady support. Your C3 shutter 
release is Dicauded for the ASA 
about your Argus [ Dery standard cable release, and your 

Argus Dealer can supply you 
with one. 


>a 
Tripod Bushing on the Filters can be attached to your C3 by using an 
base of the camera will accom- adapter ring which threads into the lens mount. 
modate any standard tripod. A Your Argus Dealer can supply you with an adapter 
tripod should be used whenever ring and a choice of filters. He will be happy, too, to 
the picture requires that the show you how filters can be used for special effects 
camera be held perfectly still. or more accurate tone values. 





PICTURE SIZE... 1” x 17%” transparencies in 


2” x 2” mounts; or 314” x 414” standard 
photo-finishers’ prints. 


_ FILM SIZE. . . 35 mm roll cartridge. 
LENS... 50 mm (2”) Argus Cintar f:3.5 color 


corrected, coated anastigmat; diaphragm 
openings from f:16; rangefinder-coupled, 
automatic focusing, 3 ft. to infinity; 
hyper-focal distance, 46'2” at £:3.5; field 
covered 27° x 40° angular at infinity; 
removable for interchange with C3 Tele- 
» Photo and Wide Angle accessory lenses. 


SHUTTER . . . Behind-the-lens type; accurately 


controlled speeds at 1/10, 1/25, 1/50, 
1/100, 1/300 plus bulb (B); body release, 
threaded for standard ASA _ cable; 
manually cocked; automatically syn- 
chronized for flash at 1/25 shutter speed 
with “X” (zero) delay for use with 
Medium and Fast peak flash lamps and 
X-delay electronic flash. 


FLASH . . . Plug-in type, automatically fired 


through mounting contacts at side of 


camera; battery case accommodates two 
standard, size “C” photoflash cells; 5” 
polished reflector with bayonet type 
socket for all midget base lamps; push- 
button lamp ejection. 


LENS ACCESSORIES . . . Outside diameter of 


lens mount takes 41 mm slip-on adapter 
ring and series VI filters and supple- 
mentary lenses; threaded inside diameter 
of lens mount takes 19 mm screw-in 
adapter ring and series IV filters and 
lenses. 


OTHER FEATURES: Rugged, molded body with 


leather-grain and bright metal trim, 
514” x 234” x 2”, weight 24 oz.; hinged, 
die-cast metal back; automatic exposure 
counter; color-matic settings for aper- 
ture, shutter speed and distance for 
average subjects in bright sunlight; tri- 
pod socket; permanently attached film 
take-up spool; genuine saddle leather, 
eveready -type carrying case with shoulder 
strap. 
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Lifetine Guarantee 


Your Argus C3 camera was manufactured, 
inspected and tested by skilled camera 
craftsmen. It is guaranteed to be free of de- 
fects in workmanship or material during 
its lifetime. If any servicing is necessary 
because of imperfections in materials or 
workmanship, your camera will be factory 
serviced without charge. 


Argus equipment which has been dam- 
aged, mishandled or worn from extended 
use will be factory serviced at established 
rates. Used or rebuilt equipment is not 
covered by this guarantee. 

Your Argus C3 camera is automatically 
guaranteed when purchased. There are no 
cards to send in or further steps to take. 





ARGUS CAMERAS INC., ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 
ARGUS CAMERAS OF CANADA, LTD., TORONTO, ONTARIO 
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